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].—F'oREIGN POLITICS. 


Commentine on the decision to settle the North Sea outrage dispute by 

oe sdispute, reference to an International Commission of 

The North Sea outrage “Sspule- enquiry, the Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th 
November observes:— 

We have not been able to refrain from laughter at the attitude of the 
British Government in this dispute. If it was impossible for England to fight 
Russia, what was the use of exposing herself to ridicule by taking up an 
unnecessarily boastful attitude at the outset ? The weak always bow before the 
strong. The British Government has done the same thing, and there is nothin 
surprising in that. It would have been better then to have done without all 
the brag and bounce to which we were treated at the beginning. 

We cannot agree with those who think that the attitude of the British 
Government on this question is indicative of its fortitude, its forgiving 
disposition, or its love of peace, for fortitude and patience have a limit. We 
can claim, from our long contact with the race, to possess eome idea at least of 
the depth of the sentiments of patience, mercy and forgiveness possessed by 
the English. If the scene of the North Sea outrage had been India, if it 
had been the lives of some Indian fishermen that had been lost through the 
criminality of Persian, Afghan or Tibetan soldiers, we are at no loss to 
imagine the treatment the English would have meted out to the Governments 
of those countries. Who does not know the terrible nature of the punishment 
which was inflicted on the King of Burma for failing to provide conveniences 
for Indian traders? And the fate which has overtaken Tibet for imprisoning 
only two citizens from Sikkim is yet present before our eyes. So it would be 
concealing the truth to say that the English are forgiving Russia's repeated 
causes of offence. 

The truth is, that if the English Government were not afraid of the great 
risk of international complications in the event of declaring war against Russia, 
if they had not known that Russia had the full sympathy of Germany in private, 
it is extremely doubtful if they would have consented to submit to these 
repeated acts of oppression and insult at the hands of Russia. The decisions 
in the cases of the Knight Commander, the Malacca and other steamers were 
not favourable to English interests. And in this North Sea outrage case, the 
glimpses we have already obtained of the coming decision are enough to 
justify the conclusion that the whole affair will end in a farce. That in 
submiting to all these insults England is only actuated by a spirit of forgiveness 
is not a statement that will command general credence. Not that we are 
at all sorry that war has not broken out between England and Russia. On 
the contrary, we are rather glad than otherwise. But the interests of truth 
require also the admission that the attitude of Government has been throughout 
such as to provoke ridicule. | 

2. The Daily Hitavadi Contents het the 11th November writes oy 

see e object of the proposed political Mission 
ey ee to Kabul, as far as Peni =" at present, 1s said to be 
to settle the differences which have arisen between our Government and the 
present Amir of Afghanistan. Russia is the only great rival of England in 
Asia. The English have spent vast sums of money and have undergone the 
greatest troubles in strengthening the defences of the north-west frontier of 
India for fear of Russia, Persia, Afghanistan and ‘l'ibet are the three 
countries at which Russia always looks with wistful eyes. The English 
cannot allow Russia to take possession of any one of them, What should. be 
done to prevent the possibility of future mischief? To employ force would be 
very dangerous no doubt. That is why it is proposed to establish British 
supremacy in those countries by sending a “‘ Mission” to each, instead of under- 
onnng » military expedition. 

e have seen how to punish Tibet for her secret intrigue with Russia and 
other delinquencies, a “peaceful” armed Mission was sent to that country. The 
“ Commercial” Mission recently sent to Persia has for its object the fulfilment 
of those objects which Lord Curzon failed to attain when he undertook the 
Persian Gulf tour. Rightly or wrongly we have understood the reasons for 
which these two Missions were sent in our own way; but the authorities have 
not yet clearly explained to us why a Mission to Kabul has been found 
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necessary. But though they have chosen to keep the matter a secret, the 
London Jimes has given significant hints from which it appears that the Amir 
has incurred the displeasure of the British Government for a particular reason, 
namely, the importation of large quantities of war materials into Afghanistan 
from Europe. The fact is that the Government of India is somewhat alarmed 
at the attitude of the Amir, who is perhaps suspected of being resolved to 
cut off all connection with it by gradually making himself powerful. If it 
were not so, how is it then that the Government is now alarmed at the 
importation of arms by the Amir? For this reason Government is determined 
to bring him under some sort of control. Government proposes to take 
precautionary measures in time lest the Amir should grow too powerful by 
collecting arms and training his soldiers, thereby becoming as much a cause of 
apprehension as Russia already is. It is to be hoped that the matter will be 
settled without a hitch. 
8. Commenting upon the Army News paper’s statement that the Hindus 
ought to be thankful to Lord Curzon because some 
on the Tibet of their sacred places which were hitherto inac- 
cessible to them have been thrown open to them 
on account of the Tibet Mission, the Bharat Mitra | Calcutta] of the 12th 
November sarcastically observes that the address conveying the thanks ought 
to be to the effect that the object of sending the Mission to Tibet was no other 
than to make the sacred places of Hindus accessible to them. The object of 
the Boer war was also to punish the Boers for their ill-treatment of the Indians. 
4. The Hitavarta ; Calcutta] of the 13th November notices the same and 
says that under one of the terms of the treaty the 
British Government has secured mining rights, etc.,, 
in Tibet, and that, seeing this, the other Powers are pressing the Chinese Gov- 
ernment for similar rights in Tibet, Tibet being also Chinese territory. The 
Government of China is in a fix. Might is right nowadays. Should all the 
Powers combine in the matter the Boxer incident would repeat itself. On the 
other hand, the British Government is not likely to admit the suzerainty of 
China over Tibet. The consequence may be that the Chinese Government may 
grant even greater concessions to Russia in Tibet and give rise to such a 
terrible fight between the Lion and the Bear as poor India would tremble 
to think of. 
5. Notwithstanding the protests of Germany, America, France, Italy and 
Japan, and in spite of the fact that the Dowager 
Empress of China is opposed to the British treaty 
with Tibet, says the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of 
the 14th November, the high officials in England remain altogether unmoved 
about the matter. It is said the Indian Government must “swallow up” the 
Chumbi Valley, in spite of any opposition from Foreign Powers. The paper 
fears international complications, and hopes the calamity might be averted. 
6, Referring to a telegram published in the Standard regarding the arrival 
Shoe Shited Seeiin ts Gd of the Dalai Lama in Urga, a town in China, 
oe ee and the cordial reception accorded to him at the 
instance of the Chinese Government, the same paper remarks :— 
rm a should the British Government be thinking of China at this conduct 
of hers 
7. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 13th November notices the above 
i ik Hii ec ees incident and remarks :— 


Should China assume her proper attitude on 
this occasion, the British Government would find itself in a serious difficulty. 


Army News 
Mission. 


The Tibetan treaty. 


Protest by Foreign Powers 
against the Tibetan treaty. 


II.—Home ApbMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police, 
8. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 8th Novem- 


ber says that since the institution of cases under 
ge udmaekes in the Mymensingh section 110 of the Indian Penal Code by Babu 


, Ram Kamal Neogi, Sub-Inspector of the Kalihati 
thana, against the budmashes, including some persons in the Narandia and 
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Daulatpur villages, their outrages have considerably lessened. ‘I'he gamblers 
in this part of the district have been punished by the exertions of Ram Kamal 
Babu. It is not an easy task to put down the budmashes, as they are believed 
to be under the protection of influential men. Nobody dares give evidence 
against them. Ram Kamal Babu and Sarat Babu, the Sub-Inspector of 
Ghatail, should be deputed to deal with the budmashes. The attention of the 
District Magistrate and of the Subdivisional Officer of Tangail is drawn to the 
matter. 
9, The Nava Yug Lesson of the 12th November calls attention to the 
prevalence of a practice of levying tolls on the 
The police and petty shop- vendors of fruits and other similar petty shop- 
—ee keepers on the streets of Calcutta indulged in by 
the police constables. ‘Ihe liquor-shops are understood to close their business 
at 9 p.m. But in reality the bottles are transferred to the refreshment shops 
which stand near by, and the liquor is sold through their agency, The 
connivance of the beat constable is purchased by a small salam. This is the 
practice with all the liquor-shops under the jurisdiction of the Jorasanko thana, 
in Cornwallis and Maniktala streets. 
10. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th November says that on the 
occasion of the last Kali Puja, the periodical 
Gambling during the last Kali pamblers found no opportunity to satisfy their 
Puja. — : - ee 
craving, but the old gambling dens carried on a 
roaring business, periodical gamblers visiting the same. ‘T'he police seemed, as 
it were, to be guarding the gamblers against being harassed by unpleasant 
intruders. 
11. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 13th November calls attention to 
oe __ the occurrence of numerous undetected cases of 
_ Thefts in Manikganj subdivi- theft in village Matta, in the subdivision of Manik- 
sion in Dacca. ‘ ? ag : 
nj, Dacca. Some cases are known in which 
the same house has been subjected to repeated attacks at intervals, The 
indifference of the local police is held responsible for this state of things. — 
12. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 14th November has the 
teste comstly wid tats ee 
a From the annual official report relating to the 
| ravages of wild beasts, it appears that the number 
of deaths caused by such beasts in 1903 exceeded those in 1902. ‘The fact is 
that wild beasts cannot be driven away by Jathis or sticks. The Government 
officials quietly publish these reoprts, but it never strikes them that if the 


rigours of the Arms Act were removed, the lives of so many people would not 
be lost every year. 


(b)}—Working of the Courts. re eee 
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13, The Maldaha Samachar [Malda] 'of the 9th November takes the surp.na Sawacuar, 


Melaa ere? | Sub-dudge for additional Munsif to Malda to press on the 


attention of the authorities the need of having a 
separate Sub-Judge for this district, The rapid rate at which civil 
cases in the district are increasing will soon probably make it necessary to 
convert the present temporary additional Munsifi into a ‘permanent third 
Munsifi. And if the judicial staff of the district must be strengthened, it 
should be by a Sub-Judge rather than by a third Munsif. The present 
inconvenient arrangement whereby suitors in more important cases have to 
travel to Rajshahi would thereby be avoided. 

14. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th November writes that 
ie eee ideas eS Mr. Lyall, Deputy Commissioner of Palamau, trans- 
sioner of Palamau ) ~*~ ~“ferred a case from the file of the Senior Deputy 

Magistrate to his own without assigning an 
reason for so doing. The case had been filed in behalf of Maulvi Abdul Majid, 
a respectable zamindar of Palamau, against one Indranarayan Deo, whose men 


threatened a breach of the peace at a place called Jhajha. "Phe Deputy Commis- 


sioner began by stating in his judgmént that no reliance could be placed upon 
statements made by Maulvi Abd 


ul Majid’s men. Justice could not be expected. 


occasion of the recent appointment of a temporary Nov. 9th, 1904. 
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from a Magistrate who entertained such a bias against one of the parties. He 
did not believe the police report which was in favour of Maulyi Abdul Majid, 
but proceeded to consider the title to the disputed land, while his clear duty was 
simply to determine the possession of the land. Afterwards he instituted 
proceedings against the gamindar uuder sections 211, 193 and 471 of the 
Indian Penal Code and ordered the District Superintendent of Police to 
enquire and report, but did not make over the case to another Magistrate for 
trial. There was 8 motion in the High Court against this illegal proceeding 
and the High Court Judges condemned the action of the Deputy Commissioner. 
But nothing could bring Mr. Lyall te reason and he at once issued a warrant 
without bail against the zamindar and some other respectable zamindars, one 
of whom, Nawab Raput Hossein, was arrested on suspicion. This Nawab, who 
is a descendant of the celebrated author of Seyir Mutakkherin, was released 
on bail after two days. Another man named Tulsi Singh was also arrested, but 
he was not allowed to know what his offence was. Application for copies of the 
proceedings was submitted, but the copies were not granted. It then transpired 
that copies could not be issued as no proceedings had been drawn up. It thus 
appears that nothing has been recorded against Maulvi Abdul and his men, 
Can anything more irregular and illegal be conceived than that so many things 
happened without a line being recorded on paper? It is to be hoped the facts 
of the case will attract the attention of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. 
15. The Hiétavaria [Calcutta] on the isth November notices the case of a 
Bengali Doctor and also of a native Inspector of 
Pope yom rd certain Police in Madras who have recently been punished 
ee with dismissal and forfeiture of their almost earned 
ension onsome flimsy charges, and remarks that our Government is, like the 
nsurance Companies, always on the lookout for a victim to deprive him of his 
ension. 
: The Inspector has memorialized Lord Ampthill, and the paper recommends 
his case for favourable consideration if the statement of the petitioner be found 
correct. | 


(d)—Education. 


16. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Galcutta] of the 
9th November ‘writes : — 

The Ranchi College, it would seem, must be 
established at all costs. It does not matter whether the people of the country 
will benefit by itor no. ‘The Presidency College is being kept in a state of 
comparative inefficiency. Government ignores this fact and sets about collecting 
subscriptions in aid of a new college. A meeting of the Ranchi College 
Executive Committee was held on the 10th October last. Of course a cause in 
which the Lieutenant-Governor shows a keen interest is sure to command 
both the attendance and the assistance of the leading native gentlemen. So at 
the meeting above referred to, almost every well-known native citizen of Calcutta 
was present. The establishment of a college at Ranchi will mean the natural 
death of the Presidency College at a very early date. The. Presidency College 
is a Government institution. If Government seek to establish a new college, 
there is no expectation that it will increase its education grants so as to allow of 
both the colleges being kept in an efficient state. So the rise of the new 
institution means the inevitable decay of the old. But our ideas on these things 
count for little: Government will act according to its own lights. 

17. The Sanivani amass of the 10th November writes :— 


gitation has borne fruit. The question of the 

The Ranchi College scheme. agency by which it was proposed i> aaa funds 
for the Ranchi College created alarm throughout the country and evoked a 
strong rotest in the ress. We are glad to hear that His Honour has been 
well-a vised enough to listen to this agitation, and that he has written to the 
Executive Committee suggesting the withdrawal of Divisional Commissioners 
and Magistrates from the Divisional Committees, leaving these bodies to be 
organised on strictly unofficial lines. In spite of this concession, however, 


Bengal zamindars can hardly be expected to forget that the collecti f funds 
for en college is being made a matter of direct Government interest, ond that 


The Ranchi College scheme. 
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the Divisional Committees similarly owe their existence direct to Government 
initiative. 
™ 18. The Mitavat Sag ay of the 11th November expresses pleasure at 
the decision recently announced by His Honour 

the Lieutenant-Governor to dissociate Divisional 
Commissioners and District Magistrates from the Divisional Committees which 
will be formed to collect subscriptions in the mufassal] for the proposed Ranchi 
College. This decision leaves the zamindars free to subscribe or not, without 
any risk of incurring the displeasure of the officials either way. | 

19. Asa result of the Press agitation upon the proposed Ranchi College, 
scheme says the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
12th jNovember, the Divisional Commissioners and 
the District Magistrates will not be entrusted with the work of collecting sub- 
scriptions; but the proposed college will nevertheless be started and the money 
for it collected from the people. 


The proposed Ranchi College. 


The proposed Ranchi College. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


90. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazur Patrika {Calcutta} of the 
| 9th November writes :— 7 
The number of plague cases in Calcutta has 
already begun to increase. Although the severity 
of the plague last year seemed a little mitigated, there is no reason to expect a 
similar recurrence of good fortune this year. But we are really disheartened 
to observe the ways of the Municipal Health Department. That Department 
cannot complain of being undermanned. Yet an examination of the northern 
quarters of the town is apt to give the idea that these parts of Calcutta are 
outside the municipal jurisdiction, ‘The number of plague cases almost every 
year is largest in Ward No.1. And yet the Health Department is utterly 
indifferent to those spots which are known to be the centres of contagion. We 
hope the attention of the authorities concerned will be drawn to this matter. 
21. Referring to the case of Babu Anath Nath Mallik, whose election as 
Chairman of the Maniktala Municipality was 
recently vetoed by Government on the ground that 
he did not possess the amount of experience in 
municipal work necessary to discharge successfully the duties of that responsible 
office, the Sanjvans [ Calcutta] of the 10th November writes:— 
By relying too much on the advice of one Divisional Commissioner, 
Mr. Marindin of Rajshahi, Sir Andrew Fraser was led to commit some acts of 
injustice. What these were we shall refer to, in detail, in a later issue. In this 
case, also, too much reliance on another Divisional Commissioner (Mr. Collin of 
the Presidency Division) has betrayed His Honour into another act of injustice. 
The examples of King Edward VII and of Lord Clive, not to speak of 
many others, are enough to show that previous experience of any particular 
kind of work is not an indispensable condition of success in that line. If, after 
a trial, Babu Anath Nath had been found wanting, then would have been the 
time for Government to remove him. 
This case does not stand by itself: it has a wider significance. The scheme 
of Local Self-Government was inaugurated by Lord Ripon with the object of 
giving the people a political training and also of relieving the officers of 
Government of a share of their growing burden of work. But in actual practice 
the system as granted was only a mockery of Self-Government. Of the two 
classes of self-governing bodies ‘created, the District Boards cannot, with any 
regard to truth, be claimed to be self-governing. It was only to the Munici- 
palities that some measure of independence was conceded. But Government is 
now pursuing a systematically reactionary policy in this matter. For instance, 
the Calcutta Municipality typifies only the shadow and not the substance of 
Local Self-Government. Perhaps a similar fate isin store for the mufassal 
Municipalities also in Sir A, Fraser’s régime. For the Municipalities possess 
the right of electing their Chairmen by law, and if their choice is to be set 
aside on the recommendation of Divisional Commissioners, how can any system 
of self-government be said to be left intact? It would be more correct to call 


The Calcutta Municipality and 
the plague. 


The Maniktala municipal elec- 
tion. : 


it a system of carrying out mandates. 


HITaVADI, 
Nov. llth, 1904. 


BHaRaT Mitra, 
Nov. 12th, 1904. 


Sri Sri VisHnNo 
Paiya-0-ANANDA 
BaZaR PaTrika, 


Nov. 9th, 1904. 


SANJIVANI, 


Nov, loth, 1904. 


aie + . : one stm ” 

he fen ae RAO —namamRi hi: gente ee Dee 5 a , 7 
mae t 2 LE te ae OD Penge POM” Rate ei NE ta a ang EOE re BO eats AO tate 
— Bia’ ee 


et De in =A Tigietng ayn 


ing Sah ei SF De ig ly a oa ta os i 2 2 Se a ee ; 
4 ’ ow . - ~ onan sons hmastet Dy 
ce 1 AED AE DATE LENDS OEE Tt, cgi re eau a ate BEE SGT - 
a ° ae — . goers fad 
—S. «ve . 
anneal es 
—— - 


HitaVaDI 
Nov. 1lth, 1904. 


Bu akaT MiTRa, 


Nov. 12th, 1904, 


HiTaVaDI, 
Nov. 12th, 1904, 


( 1036 ) 


The way in which Sir Andrew Fraser is proving himself a puppet in the 
hands of the Divisional Commissioners bodes ill for the future good govern- 
ment of the province generally and for the cause of local self government in 
particular. ; ; 

Long subjection to foreign rule has deprived the Bengalis of all sense of 
self-respect. Here is Anath Babu deprived of his seat as Chairman, and yet 
a dozen other Bengalis will come forward and contest for the same seat. If 
it had been a Municipality composed of Englishmen that had been dealt with 
in this fashion, the members would have boycotted the Municipality and left 
Government to carry on the work as it best could. But in Bengal, the people 
have not yet come to look on an insult done to one of their body as one done 
to all of them. Rather they go on licking the feet that had kicked them, 
glad that the disgrace of one means an opportunity for the rest. It is because 
the Bengalis are so mean that they still continue to hold seats on the Munici- 

alities and District Boards. The truth is that the Municipalities and District 
oards do not deserve to be called self-governing bodies. 

It is our impression that Sir Andrew Fraser agreed to Mr, Collin’s recom- 
mendation without realising the gravity of the point at issue. We are still 
under the hope that he will realise his mistake in time. : 

22. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th November, referring to the 
vetoing of Babu Anathnath Mallik’s election as 
Chairman of the Maniktala Municipality by 

~ Government, writes :— ; 

“Max” in Capitil observes that the Lieutenant-Governor supported the 
Commissioner’s recommendation in this case simply to save the latter’s reputa- 
tion. That is not an unreasonable view. But we wish Sir Andrew Fraser to 
consider whether this act has really increased or decreased his own as well as 
his subordinate’s reputation and influence. In truth, the bad name which 
His Honour has earned for his part in this election affair, as well as in the 
Bhawal estate affair, will not soon be forgotten. 

23. Referring to the election of Babu Anathnath Mallik as Chairman 
of the Maniktala Municipality, recently vetoed by 
Government, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
12th November observes that the Maniktala Municipality will lose its independ- 
ence soon, because, according to the Indian proverb, ‘“‘a discomfited master 
begins to beat his servant.” 

24. In continuation of what appeared in a previous issue (see Report on 
Native Papers for the week ending the 12th Novem- 
ber 1904, paragraph 26), against Dr. Hazra of the 
Sumbhunath Panditl Hospital at Bhawanipore, 
Calcutta, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th November asks the following 
questions :— 

(1) Are not the patients of Dr Hazra in his private practice sometimes 
given medicines and dressing materials from the hospital free of charge? 
Are not the dressing materials, table, etc., belonging to the bospital sometimes 
taken out by Dr. Hazra for use in the houses of his private patients? If so, 
is not all this unlawful ? 

(2) Why did Dr. Moir transfer Dr. Hazra from the Medical College in 
1903? Is it not true that Dr. Hazra ill-treats the inmates of the hospital and 
sometimes even beats them? 

(3) Is it not true that Dr. Hazra asked many of the inmates of the 
hospital, who had undergone surgical operations, to go home before they 
were comune cured and gave them the assurance that he would treat them 
at their own places at a small cost? Is it not true that Dr. Hazra advised 
many people who had come to be inmates of the hospital to return home and 
there have themselves treated by him ? 

(4) On the 28th July last, Dr. Adyanath Chatterji, the medical officer 
attached to the Lower Hooghly Mills at Metiaburuz, sent a cooly, who had 
got a compound fracture, to the hospital. Dr. Hazra was absent from the 
hospital at the time, and the poor man lay on the operation table for one hour 
suffering intensely. Seeing that the doctor did not turn up, the Hospital 
Assistant amputated one of his legs with the help of a supernumerary doctor. 


Dr. Hazra made his appearance after three hours and again operated on the 
poor man, Is not this true ? 


The Maniktala municipal election. 


The Maniktala municipal electien. 


Dr. Hazra of the Sambhunath 
Pandit Hospital at Bhawanipore. 
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5) Is it not true that some two or three months ago Dr. Hazra tried to 
defend his private practice on the ground that Dr. Brown too was in the habit 
of leaving his jurisdiction on private practice and that, as an instance of this, 
said that the latter gentleman had gone to the northern part of Calcutta on 4 
professional visit to the house of the late J ogendranath Vidyabhushan? __ 

6) Js it not true that some time ago Dr. Hazra used to purchase medicines, 
etc, from the a eae Pharmacy for use in the hospital, and that now 
he purchases them regularly every month from Girindra Babu’s peng ore ? 
Has Girindra Babu a bigger customer than Dr. Hazra? Why was Girindra 
Babu dismissed from his service as an examiner of Insurance Companies ? 

(7) What were the charges which the present matron, Mrs. Walton, 
brought against Dr. Hazra, and what steps were taken in the matter? Is it 
not true that Mrs. Walton will soon resign her service in the hospital ? 

(8) Is it not true that Dr. Hazra has dismissed the Brahmin cook, named 
Rupchand Pande, attached to the hospital and appointed a Kahar in his place? 

(9) Why has Dr. Hazra re-appointed the dismissed mehter Safari? Is 
there anything secret about this appointment ? 

(10) What compelled the two immediate predecessors of Mrs. Walton to 
resign their service in the hospital? Did they too submit auy reports against 
Dr. Hazra? 

(11) Were not Babu Basanta Kumar Sen and nurses Rosie and Priyatama 
sent to the dismissed nurse Priscilla Mandal to try to intimidate her into 
retracting the allegations made by her in a letter published in this paper (see 
Report on Natvie Papers for the week ending the 12th November, 1904, para- 
graph 26. ye 

(12) Has not Dr. Brown expressed his thanks in writing to at least two ot 
the newspapers which published defences of Dr, Hazra? If so, why? 

The writer goes on to say :— 

We have the following letter from Dr. Brown :— 


D.-O. No. 40. 
OFFICE OF THE CIVIL SURGEON, 24-PARGANAS. 


Sampyuu Natu Panpit Hospirat. 
Dated Bhowanipore, the 4th November 1904. 


Sir, | 
My attention has been drawn to an article in your paper, “ Dr. Hazra in Hospital,” 
which needs a good deal of explanation from you. | 

_ Apart from the unfounded accusation it contains (evidently contributed by an evil- 
minded and disappointed individual) relative to the treatment of the patients, the conduct 
of the Resident Surgeon, and the complaints brought by the nurses, all of which can be 
alilowed to pass unnoticed, as they are false, and can easily be proved to be so, you have 
taken the strange and utterly uncalled-for course of applying to me an insulting and 
derogatory epithet the meaning of which I did not know until it was explained to me. 

It is an easy thing fora man of your reputation to fling ink at those who cannot 
retaliate, but m attempting to insult me, you have made a serious mistake and one that you 
will have cause to regret. I, therefore, give you this opportunity of absolutely retracting 
what you have written, and making me an ample apology in your columns, or I shall take 


measures to prevent a recurrence of such scurrilous journalism on your part. J ama man of 
few words, but you will fiud that what I write I mean. 


Yours faithfully, 


EK. Haronip Brown, Masor, 1.M.8., 


Surgeon-Superintendent, 
Shambhu Nath Pandit Hospital. 


In reply to this we have written to Dr. Brown that we did not use insulting 
and derogatory epithets against him, and we are ready to prove, even in-a law- 
court, every word of what we have written. 

29. The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 9th November publishes a defence 

Peas of Dr. Hazra, and says that Dr. Hazra has done 

a service to the public by dismissing the illiterate 

and worthless nurses of the Sambhunath Pandit Hospital and appointing 
better nurses in their places. 


PRATIJNA, 


Nov, 9tb, 1£04 


Dacea Prakas, 
Norv, 13th, 1904. 


SaNnJIVANI, 


Nov. 10tb, 1904. 


BAaNGAaVasi, 


Rov. 12th, 1904, 


Hinpt BanGavast, 


Nov. 14th, 1904 


Dacca Prakas, 
Nov. 13th, 1904, 


HirravARTA. 
Nov. 13¢h, 1904. 


Caaav Mini, 
Nov. 8th, 1904, 
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26. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakas { Dacca] of the 13th November 
calls: attention to the outbreak of an epidemic of 


Malaria in Tangall. malaria ina specially aggravated form this season 


in the subdivision of Tangail in Mymensingh. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


27. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th November notices with pleasure 
a circular issued by Mr. Dring, the General Traffic 
Manager of the East Indian Railway, impressing on 
railway employés the fact that they are the servants of the passengers, and that 
third-class passengers being generally ignorant and powerless to protect their 
own interests, stand in special need of help and ge to | at the hands of the 
railway subordinates. ‘lhe paper trusts that this circular will be regularly 
enforced and that breaches of it will be taken severe notice of. 

28. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 12th November says that Mr. Dring, 
the General Traffic Manager of the East Indian 
Railway, has issued a circular in which he calls 
upon the railway staff to remember that they are the servants of the third-class 
passer:gers, whose comfort and convenience should be their special study. The 
sufferings of the third-class passengers and the serious inconvenience which 
they have to undergo are too well known to need any mention. ‘The generous 
sympathy which Mr. Dring has shown yee great hope, and it is expected 
that the principles taught in the circular will be followed in practice. 

29. Referring to the recent circular issued by Mr. Dring, the General 

: a ts be tt tel Traffic Manager of the East Indian Kailway, warn- 
Rilway. SSt*~=<CS~SsS”S«ngg nits subordinates that; they are nothing more 
than the servants of the railway passengers, and 
that it is therefore their duty to look after the comfort of the ignorant and 
helpless passengers of the third class, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
14th November hopes that this circular will not end only in words, but that 
Mr. Dring will see it carried out in practice. 

30. The Dacca Prakas { Dacca] of the 13th November complains that the 
booking-office at Narayanganj railway station is 
not opened sufficiently early fur all the passengers 
to be able to get their tickets. 

31. The Hitavarta | Calcutta] of the 13th November notices the want of 

mn ee waiting accommodation at Kharagpur, one of the 

zoe Dengel-Hegues Babee stations «f the Bengal-Nagpur ir sol specially as 

there is only one train each way which stops there in the course of 24 hours. 

Passengers failing to catch the train have to wait for another 24 hours, and are 
put to great discomfort for want of a suitable resting- place. 


(h)— General, 
82. The Charu Mihir |Mymensingh] of the 8th November has the follow- 


ing :— : 

We do not know how it is, but the fact cannot 
be denied that the rulers are gradually becoming 
unsympathetic towards the people. The loyalty of the people is undoubted; 
they are peaceful and meek ; there is no possibility of any war in the country. 
But still the authorities are adopting a reactionary policy and are showing 
their displeasure to the children of the soil in every particular. We witnessed 
the adoption of a liberal policy under Lord Ripon, but that policy has been 
completely subverted. Lord Curzon has inaugurated an illiberal policy and 
has ruined the future prospects of the native. Lord Ripon’s Self-Government 
scheme has been reduced to a miserable skeleton. Higher education is crippled ; 
the peopie are debarred from the higher offices under Government. Competi- 
tive examinations for appointment in the Provincial Civil Service have. been 
discontinued, and the plight to which the Proclamation of Her late Majesty has 
been brought mortifies the heart. The Eurasians are now in the good graces 
of Government, The natives: of the soil are being deprived of their just 
rights and the Kurasians are being appointed to Government appointments. 
The Railway and the Telegraph Departments are monopolised by the Eurasians. 


A praiseworthy circular. 


Mr. Dring’s circular. 


A railway complaint. 


Certain important adminiatra- 
tive questions. 
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May we enquire if such preferential treatment 18 aanctioned by the principles 
of higher statesmanship ? 

Another danger threatens the Bengalis, Sir Andrew Fraser has caused 
great consternation in the country by proposing to establish a new college at 
Ranchi. The Presidency College of Calcutta will be seriously jeopardised by 
the establishment of a eollege at Ranchi, There is no prospect of a large 
number of students at Ranchi, and the cause of higher education will be 
imperilled by the weakening of the Presidency College, ; 

The spectreof the partition of Bengal has robbed the Bengalis of their peace 
of mind. The tremendous agitation has failed to produce any effect. Lord 
Curzon is not the man to lose sight of his object. Immediately on his return 
to India, he will take up the question and try to carry out the project. We 
do not know what serious matter is being discussed in the secret chambers at 
Darjeeling, and our anxiety is great. Most probably the officials are 
discussing the partition proposal in secret. Tbe Bengalis will be divided and 
weakened if the proposed partition is effected. Are we fo remain quiet in this 
hour of peril? Should we give way to dejection in the face of difficulty? It 
is only worthless people who allow themselves to be overwhelmed by danger. 
It is only the blow which serves to bring out the latent power of man. Our 
national life will receive a new stimulus by blows and counterblows. We 
should take a firm stand, and with an iron determination and unflinching 
courage, begin the constitutional struggle in order to oppose this unjust act of 
the Government. 


But what good will result by employing arguments against the partition of 
Bengal when the great agitation all over the country has failed and when the 
rulers are determined not to hear or give any weight to them? We make bold 
to declare that ifthe rulers entertain any good wishes for the Bengalis, they can 
never propose to partition Bengal. 


The interests of Englishmen and the Bengalis in this country are quite 
opposite. Englishmen have come here to make money, so the more that object 
is rendered easy the better it is for them, By the partition of Bengal many 
new civilians will be required for the new province. As the Bengalis have been 
almost debarred from Government service, all the new posts will go to 
Englishmen. 


The rulers can without the least hesitation snap asunder the vital cord 
which sustains the national life of the Bengalis. But have not the Bengalis any 
duty in this danger? Will the Bengalis, who are proud of their education, 
remain silent and inactive? No official in India will lave oppose Lord Curzon. 
ut we have hopes that an agitation in England will do good. A lakh of rupees 
is :neosssany to carry on this agitation, and Mymensingh, with its 40 lakhs of 
inhabitants, can contribute a large sum. | 


Those who think that it is East Bengal alone that is in danger, are 


grievously mistaken, The whole of Bengal will be weakened if East Bengal 
be torn away from it. 


Who can say that an agitation in England will be productive of no good ? 
What else have we todo? Why should we give up our last resource? It is to 


be hoped that the public will be up and doing and that our leaders will no 
jonger remam inactive. 


33. Referring tothe arrangements recently notified by the Government of 

is Rei India for the creation of a Press-room at the official 
head-quarters, where all matters suitable for 

tgs sg publication will be made available to Editors or their representa- 


tives, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 9th 
November writes :— 


_ The grant of cards of admission to Editors will be completely at the 
discretion of Government. Moreover, not every kind of official information will 
be available at this Press-room. Probably Government means to take credit for 
liberality by supplying only that kind of information the publication of which is 
not of much interest to the public, Such as it is, however, even this informa- 
tion will not be always available to all Editors. We cannot confess to much 
pleasure at this new arrangement. 


Sarai Sri Visonvu 
Priy4-0-ANANDA 
BaZaB PaTRIKA, 


Nov. 9th, 1204, 


Sri SRI VISHNU 
Priya-0o-ANANDA 
BazaB PaTRIKA, 


Nov. 9th, 1904. 
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34, The same paper writes :— 

Mr. Carey has made quite a name for himself 
among the Magistrates of Bengal. The people of 
this country will long remember the reputation he 
earned at Berhampur. We expected that his transfer to a new place would 
somewhat cool his temper, but evidently our expectations were vain. 
Mr. Carey is now Magistrate of Hooghly. It is clear that a change of air may 
be a cure for bad health, but not for a bad temper. 

These remarks are suggested by the following case, the facts of which 
were reported by acorrespondent of the Amrita Bazar Pairika, A native 
gentleman belonging to a highly noble family near Hooghly recently called on 
Mr. Carey by previous appointment. Instead of entering the house in person 
with his card he adopted the course of sending his card thorough an amis while 
he waited outside in his carriage. Mr. Carey when he came down and found 
the amla waiting in his room, instead of his caller, was greatly put out. He 
hastily wrote on the back of the card that he was not at home to his visitor and 
retired upstairs in disgust and anger. The gentleman outside, when he was 
informed of the Magistrate’s ire, attempted to see Mr. Carey to explain matters 
to him. But while he was remonstrating with the chaprasst who was trying to 

revent his entrauce into the house, Mr. Carey in person came down, whip.in 
shitty and stood by and saw the gentleman driven out with ignominy from the 
house by his Afghan chaprassis. 

The only respect in which the gentleman above appears to have failed in 
his duties proper to the occasion was that he did not enter the house in person 
with his card, and there in an insignificant corner of the house stand still 
awaiting in all humility the auspicious appearance of Mr. Carey. It appears 
that Mr. Carey had first ordered some Bengali chaprassts to turn his visitor out. 
It was when they hesitated to do so that the Afghan chaprassis were called in. 
We understand that the chaprassis who permitted the amla to occupy a chair 
have been suspended. And we further learn that Mr. Carey has caused a 
notice to be hung up stating that a Bengali gentleman who called on him 
behaved disrespectfully, and for this reason all callers must henceforth wait in a 
— for the purpose, and make no effort to see him until they are 
sent for. 

We do not at all regret that such a notice has been put up. Mr. Carey’s 
temper 1s not unknown to the people of this country. It is a wonder why, in 
spite of the reputation he bears, respectable people go to call upon him. And 
we do not feel much sympathy for such people when they return insulted or 
disgraced. Jor they have themselves to thank for it. However, our humble 
request to the Licutenant-Governor is that for the sake of the good name of the 
British Government for decency and manners His Honour will enquire into 
these allegations and administer some chastisement to this hot-headed 
Magistrate. 

30, The same paper writes :— 

: a The signs of alarm and dismay and the 

Benral. ee ee widespead protests which were piace. | when the 

proposals for the partition of Bengal were first 

made public are no longer visible. The people are evidertly under the 

impression that the Government has listened to their appeals and their 

arguments and abandoned this mischievous proposal. Probably the public are 

not aware that the fire was only smouldering all the while and is soon about to 
burst into a flame. 

This Conference of Divisional Commissioners that was sitting last month— 
what was it for? The outside public have not the least idea. Government 
has closely guarded its secret in this case. And yet the impression is steadily 
gaining ground that the partition of Bengal must have formed one of the topics 
of discussion at this Conference. A recent paragraph in the Pioneer has only 
served to confirm this prevailing idea. 

Admitting the idea to be true, many people would perhaps think that it is 
the duty of our leaders to set up an agitation once more. Others again would 
probably say that we are such a degraded race of people that we even 
- — — _bow properly to agitate. Our agitations are mere spasmodic 

orts—relieviug the tension of feeling for the moment. This is quite 


An allegation against Mr. Carey, 
District Magistrate of Hooghly. 
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correct. But there is something to be said in justification of this state 
of things. For a dead body when subjected to unnatural stimulation can 
respond only by a temporary pears: Hs | other sign of life in it is not 
to be expected. To carry on a sustained agitation 1s an impossibility to 
a people like ourselves, without influence and without independence. Again, 
there is the further consideration that when Government is bent on carrying a 
measure out, it is not in the power of the people to prevent it by any 
amount of agitation. Some people are advising @ campaign in England on 
this question. But we should remember that the English people are not our own 
kith and kin. It is of Lord Curzon, of Mr. Balfour, and of Mr. Brodrick 
that they are the kith and kin. A Caine or a Digby is as rare as one in 
a million. If Lord Curzon declares that the partition of Bengal will add 
to the health and prestige of the governing race, every Englishman will 
accept Lord Curzon’s dictum as true. The English people do not know the 
Indian people; so there is little in the way of favour that the latter can expect 
from the former. So now we have no other resource left to us but to kiss the 
dust of the same feet that are now kicking us. We have to make this humble 
representation at Lord Curzon’s feet that he is powerful while we are a miserable 
set of beggars; that we are uttcrly unable to pay the cost which a double set of 
administrators will entail; that he should kindly arrange some other means to 
provide for his countrymen ; that we are not a powerful race, and do not 
therefore require tobe divided; that weare naturally a weak race, and that there 
is consequently no need of a “divide and rule” policy in our case! Let him 
for once be kind enough to think of our insignificance and, by learning to 
despise us, save us from this doom. 

.86, Referring to the rumour that the partition of Bengal has been 
definitely decided on by Government, and that the 
new Province which it is intended to create asa 
iesult of the partition wiil be a Lieutenant-Governorship, the Jyoti [Chittagong } 
of the 10th November observes that the creation of a Lieutenant-Governorship 
with its necessary appenage of a Legislative Council, a Board of Revenue, a 
High Court, and the retention of the existing systems of law and procedure will, 
in the opinion of many persons, remove all the objectionable features of the 
proposed change. But the cost of supporting a new first-class Government 
will prove an intolerable burden on the already overtaxed people of the 
country. Since Lord Curzon refuses to listen to the heart’s cry of the people, 
there is nothing for the latter but to carry their appeal to the foot of the 
Almighty. Let them pray incessantly to God to avert their fate. And 
when He, Who 1s the Fountain of all Power, chooses to send relief, who on 
earth can be strong enough to withstand His will ? 

37. The Sanjivani inate of the 10th November writes :— 

he arrangements for the partition of Bengal 
are now nearing completion: will the people of 
Bengal still offer no protest ? The disquieting news comes from England that 
Lord Curzon has obtained the consent of the Secretary of State to the partition 
propusals; and that these prop:sals now include the Comatin of a new North- 
Eastern Province under a Lieutenant-Governor, consisting of Assam, the whole 
of the Chittagong and Dacca Divisions, and the whole of the Rajshahi 
Division (except Darjeeling). As a confirmation of this news, a paragraph in 
a recent issue of the Pioneer points out that the original proposals of partition 
have undergone modification in so far that the proposed separation of some of 
the Chota Nagpur and Orissa districts has been given up. But if the relief of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal be the object aimed at, then some more 
districts of Bengal than originally contemplated will have to be separated. 

The protest made by the leaders of opinion in Bengal against the original 
proposals was successful, It is the duty now of the same leaders to make a 
new protest against the new proposals. | 

lhe original proposal involved the separation of Dacca and Mymensingh 
and of the entire Chittagong Division... The arguments which were adduced 
against these proposals proved too strong even fora man like Lord Curzon, 
But Lord Curzon is not aman who can admit defeat. ‘The Russian General 
Kuropatkin, in spite of his defeat at the hands of the Japanese, still declares that 
he has not been defeated and is still preparing to advance with fresh troops 


The proposed partition of Bengal. 


The partition of Bengal. 
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Nov. 10th, 1994. 


SANJIVANI, 


Nov. 10th, 1904. 
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against his enemies, Similarly, Lord Curzon’s proposals were proved to be 
unsound by irrefutable arguments: still Lord Curzon will not admit defeat and 
is putting forward fresh pro s on similar lines, 

It is not very difficult to prove that his new proposals are open to the same 
objections as his old ones, The paragraph in the Pioneer before referred to is 
evidently written by a high official, and though it does not exactly state what 
the new proposals are, it indicates two things distinctly: These are (1) that 
Lord Curzon comes back to India armed with the necessary powers from the 
Secretary of State to carry out the partition, and (2) that this partition involves 
the creation of a new North-Eastern Province, consisting of Assam, the 
Chittagong Division, Dacca, Mymensingh and some other districts, As to 
these other districts, the news from England indicates that they are to be all 
North Bengal districts, except Backergunge, Faridpur and Dacca. 

These proposals are not entirely new. A Divisional Commissioner 
sketched almost a similar plan at the time the old proposals were under 
discussion, Government was at that time interpellated on the subjeet, but no 
reply could be got from it. 

The scheme is evidently assuming a more and more dangerous shape 
gradually. Of the five divisions which constitute Bengal Proper, it is proposed 
to leave only two with the existing Province. We cannot sit still when 
thinking of the immense mischief which will arise from this splitting up of the 
Bengali race. | | 

Arguments might be got up against the new proposal, but Lord Curzon is 
not a man to be convinced by arguments. He is like Kuropatkin, in that 
“though vanquished” he “ will argue still.” 

The statesman who will divide the Bengalis is the greatest enemy of, the 
race. Such division would mean the stoppage of all further progress and the 
gradual diminution of influence of the Bengali community, Is there no way 
by which this terrible calamity may be averted ? 

There is a way—and that is, to try the effect of an agitation in England. 
There are many friends of justice among the members of the Secretary of 
State’s Council, and they should be brought to see our view of the question. 
The English Ministers and the leader of the Opposition, the English Press, and 
the Political Associations should all be brought over to our side 

The partition of Bengal will undoubtedly bring about the ultimate 
extinction of the race. The rate of increase among the higher-caste Bengalis 
is already falling. There was one means to correct this tendency, and that 
was intermarriage among the different sub-sections of the same caste, Bevin- 
nings in this direction have already been made, but political separation will be 
an obstacle to its further spread. 

We distinctly foresee the ultimate extinction of the race if the partition 
of Bengal is insisted on. If this impending doom is to be averted, then three 
things must be immediately done—{1) Bengal zamindars must subscribe 
together a lakh of rupees. (2) Six well-chosen delegates should be sent to 
England to agitate the question there. (3) Such a terrible agitation should be 
carried on in this country as will compel Government to abandon its designs. 

38. Referring to the announcement in the Pioneer about the partition of 

Bengal having been finally decided on, the 
Bangavasi (Calcutta] of the 12th November 
writes :— 

We believe this announcement will soon stir East Bengal into a renewed 
ferment. Soon from every home and eVery village in East Bengal will proceed 
a stream of appeals to the officials for pity and mercy. Will the authorities 
still remain obdurate ? Willa benevolent Government thrust on its subjects a 
terrible wrong against which thousands are protesting with all their lives? 
In this day of gloom, the one hope of all people is a reliance on the mercy of 


The partition of Bengal. 


the rulers of the land. And surely that reliance will not prove to be misplaced. 


39. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th November has the 


i ala. following :— 

ee So it appears that Lord Curzon has succeeded 
in persuading the authorities in England to give their sanction to the partition 
proposal. This time not only East Bengal, but the whole of North Bengal, 
except Darjeeling, will be transferred to Assam. The bewitching influence 
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d Curzon’s eloquence is such that it is no wonder that he should have 
arate in his “wn way. Mr. Brodrick, the Secretary of State for India, is 
not @ strong man; he is, moreover, very anxious to uphold the prestige of 
officials, It cannot therefore be expected that. he should venture to mg 
Lord Curzon in this matter, especially as His Lordship has won such a high 
position and acquired such influence in England. é 

Coming from a country where the people have the supreme power in their 
hands, Lord Curzon spurns public opinion in India, not once or twice, but at 
every turn. This must be set down to our sheer misfortune. Could such a 
thing have been possible in any other country ? Even in India no other Viceroy 
ever dared disregard public opinion so completely as now, This is the distinc- 
tive feature of Lord Curzon’s administration. eens 

Mr. Risley at first proposed to partition Bengal according to the division 
of races and similarity of languages. But we now find that a new province 
is going to be formed with Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal, although the 
languages spoken in these parts are quite dissimilar! Again, Kast Bengal 
and North Bengal, though inhabited by people belonging to the same race 
and speaking the same language as the inhabitants of West Bengal, are to be 
incorporated with Assam, with which no such similarity can be traced! But 
these arguments are of no avail. It has been found necessary to divide and 
weaken the Bengali nation and no objections will have any weight. Lord 
Curzon is not at all abashed to find that Mr. Risley’s arguments failed to 
delude the public. Such impudence may be worthy of crooked statesmanship, 
but to the simple-minded people of this country such conduct on the part of 
Government cannot fail to appear as inconsistent. 

Lord Curzon is one of the principal advocates of imperialism. His one 


aim is to permanently weaken the people. What wonder that he should be bent. 


upon dividing the Bengali race? What, then, is our duty under the circum- 
stances? The Pioneer advises agitation. We cannot expect that agitation 
will do us any good. Still we should never allow our rulers to adopt such # 
mischievous policy without a protest. Our Rajas, Maharajas and zamindars 
have for a long time anointed the feet of the rulers with oil, but the latter 
could never be made to forget their purpose for a moment, If even now our 
moneyed men open their eyes, if instead of courting the favours of the 
rulers they join their countrymen in their agitation against this iniquitous 
change, we shall be gratified. Whatever the result may be, we shall at least 
have the satisfaction of having done our duty. If we manfully try to avert 
the calamity, nobody, not even the combined efforts of the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State, will be able to do us harm. 

40. Referring to the rumour widely current that Lord Curzon is coming 

out to India armed with authority to definitel 

carry out his scheme for the partition of Seneal, 
the Dacca Prakas { Dacca) of the 13th November writes :— 

If it really be a fact that Government is bent on working our destruction, 
then it becomes the bounden duty of the hapless people of this province to 
devise means whereby the intensity of public feeling on this question may be 
brought to the knowledge of the Emperor in person. 

As it is said that an Act of Parliament will be necessary to give legality 
to the proposed changes, our principal duty now seems to be to attempt to 
bring the House of Commons to see our view of the case. It is not quite 
reasonable to believe that the mind’s eye of the entire British public will be 
blinded merely at a flourish of the magic wand of eloquence wielded by 
Lord Curzon. We ought therefore to make one last effort. If fate be indeed 
adverse to us, and our last effort fails like our first, we can then only bear the 
worst patiently, We may be despised and neglected subjects of the King, but 
the charge of disloyalty cannot be made against us with truth, We have 
heard it said that our Emperor’s heart is keenly sensitive to the distress of his 
subjects. What other means of redress do an utterly helpless people like 
at possess, than appeals to the sense of pity and generosity of our 
masters { | 

41. The Jyoti [Chittagong | of the 10th November says that the European 

iis eect 4 Forester in the ae — _— rs not 
Re against @ Jol pspector properly enquire into the allegation of one Gagan 
es ee ee Chandse Bea, a guard, that he was transferred to 
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the penal station of Ringkhong for refusing to pay a bribe of Rs. 100 to Gopal 
Babu, the toll Inspector. It is the general belief that the Forester ignored the 
charge brought against Gopal Babu from _ personal considerations. The 
brother of one Bagala Charan Sen says that Gopal Babu refused to repa 

a loan of Rs. 150 asa return for the favour done by him to the latter by 
allowing him to remain at Amlighat without transferring him to the Srimati 
station. 

42. Referring to the appointments of Babu Chandranath De, M.a., B.1,, 
and Messrs. 1. D. Christian and D. McLeod Smith 
as new Deputy Magistrates which were notified in 
the Calcutta Gozette of the 2nd November, the 
Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 10th November observes that the omission in the 
Gazette of any degree after the names of the latter two gentlemen suggests 
that they have not got any. If this supposition be true, then what becomes 
of the promise made by Government that none but graduates will henceforth 
be eligible for nomination? Under the circumstances Sir Andrew F'raser can 
justifiably be called on to expiain what looks like a breach of faith on his part. 
The abolition of competitive examinations was itself a sufficient grievance, 
without the addition of a fresh grievance in the shape of an act of breach of 
faith. It is unnecessary to remind a religious man like Sir A. Fraser of 
the heinous nature of the sin of breach of faith. Whothen is responsible for 
these appointments? For surely Sir A. Fraser cannot knowingly have done 
such athing. Ifthe thing was done behind His Honour’s back, he should 
take immediate steps to cancel the appointments. If His Honour does not do 
so, he will forfeit the confidence of the public, and people will say that it was 
only to secure the appointment of whites that the competitive examinations 
were abolished. For the sake of Sir A. Fraser’s reputation it is to be hoped 
that the supposition that the appointments were made without his knowledge 
may prove true, 

43. The Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 14th November has the 
following :— 

The competitive examination is abolished and 
Deputy Magistrates are now being appointed by 
the new method. The Calcutte Gazette of the last preceding week published 
the names of some thus appvinted. When the new scheme was under con- 
sideration, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor was pleased to remark that 
only graduates would be the recipients of these posts, but the Calcutta Gazette 
had only: one name in it with the letters M.A., B.L., after it. This has led 
some people to suppose that there has been some omission in giving the titles. 
But what is the good of such supposition, when the laws and regulations are 
made by the rulers of the country according to their own fancies? The 
paper goes on to remark, ‘‘ but have these agitations stopped the working of the 
new method ?”’ 

44, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th November makes the following 
allegation against Mr. W. H. H. Vincent, District 
and Sessions Judge of Bhagalpur and Monghyr. 
It appears that the two Kumars of the seven-anna 
Baneli Raj who have lately entered into possession of their estates recently 
went to pay their respects to Mr. Vincent. Mr. Vincent on this occasion 
requested them to find a berth for his wife’s sister’s husband on their estate. 
The Kumars had no option but to agree, so it was arranged that a new post of 
Superintendent of the Stables, worth Rs, 200 per mensem, should be created, 
although all the equipage of the Kumars is confined to a single carriage and 
four. Does not this transaction amount to an indirect form of bribery ? 

45. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th November has the 

p following :— 
ostal affairs. 


In spite of the satisfactory result of the working 
of the Postal Department as shown in its annual report for the last year, it 


stands in need ofa reform. The salaries of the branch postmasters should 
not be less than Rs. 30a month, and those of the postal peons ought not 
to be less than Rs. 15 or Rs. 16 a month. Education suffers by the duties of 4 
schoolmaster and postmaster being combined and entrusted to one and the 
same person. The public is also inconvenienced. : 


The recent — to the 
Provincial Civil Service. 


Appointment of Deputy Mayis- 
trates under the new scheme. 


An allegation against the 
District Judge of Bhagalpur. 
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_ The same paper has the following :—. 

1 i The first term of Lord Curzon’s Viceroyalty 
Lord Curzon’s Commissions and =was one of Commissions, such as the Education 
— Commission, the Police Commission and the Excise 
Commission, etc, The only one which His Excellency has turned to a practical 
use is the Education Commission, because he found in its report a ready 
means to strike a blow at higher education in India by a legislative enactment. 
The Excise Commission could not help him in carrying out his purpose and its 
report has therefore been shelved. The result of the Police Commission was 
somewhat contrary to expectations and it has been allowed to drag on a lengthy 
course. Now has come the time of Missions, Lord Curzon left for 
Home after despatching the Peace Mission which has just returned from Tibet, 
having played its peaceful part in that country. A Commercial Mission has 
been sent to Persia and its result is awaited. The third is a Political Mission 
about to start for Afghanistan. God knows what its mission is! It is therefore 
clear that His Lordship will spend the extended period of his office in dealing 
with these Missions only. The peculiar characteristic of His Lordship is that 
he forms his plans very secretly, and should anyone disclose them, he is annoyed 
and calls him a liar. He issued a confidential circular for employing Eurasians 
in the Government service and called the native papers who brought the fact 
to light liars. But at last the circular proved to bea geniune document. Is 
it not very undignified on the part of Government officials to suppress truth 
with a view to keep their doings a secret? The object of the Kabul Mission 
is not known. We cannot say whether the present Amir is on good terms 
or bad with the Foreign Department of the Government of India, or whether 
he means to have the amount of his allowance which he has not drawn since 
the death of his father. The Pioneer has of late been finding fault with him. 
The charge of inciting the Afridis against the British Government is being 
made against him. ‘There is no doubt the Government has a sharp eye on the 
Amir. The Mission at any rate is going to Kabul for some political purpose 
and to make the Amir agree to certain terms. The general belief is that a 

‘Mission to Kabul means an increase of the Amir’s subsidy. 


47. Hearing that Lord Curzon is expected in India by the 9th proximo, 
a the same paper says that Lady Curzon’s falling 
ng “sume suddenly ill just on the eve of His Lordship’s 
departure for India has made him understand that the most powerful human 
being is under the will of a still mightier Being, ruling over the destiny 
of everything in this material world, and that this idea may induce His 
Lordship if he chooses, this time, to do good to the Indians, considering them to 


be the creatures of the same God whom Englishmen believe to be their 
own. 


48. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 13th November observes that although 
Lord Curzon’s coming to India is not good news 


for the Indians, they should nevertheless, as loyal 
subjects, pray for his safe arrival. 


49, The same paper says that hitherto the Police Department alone was 
a arene reserved for the unsuccessful and worthless white 
Burssinge  PaTtment and the and semi-white relations and friends of officials, but 
now the Opium Department has jalso been thrown 
open to them. The salaries of officers of the Provincial Judicial and Executive 
Services range from Rs. 200 to Rs. 800, whereas in the Opium Department 
they range from Rs. 200 to Rs, 1,200. The examination which the candidates 
for the Opium Department have to pass is a nominal one, as admitted by the 
Board of Revenue itself, which says, “The departmental examinations are not 
severe.” The Opium Agent of Benares has proposed to make it still easier 
by removing survey from the curriculum, but the Board of Revenue has given 
a suitable reply by saying that if survey is not considered a necessary subject, 
chemistry should be substituted for it. The paper asks why the door of 
admission to the Opium Department has been shut against the natives. Why 
does the Government court unpopularity, create discontent, and commit sin 
by allowing race questions to enter in to the matter of giving Government 
appointments ? 


Lord Curzon’s return to India. 


BuaraT MITRA. 


BHARAT MITRa. 


HITAVARTA, 
Nov, 13th, 1904, 


HITAVARTA, 


7 = 
‘ 
. { } 
> 4 
x9 4 
AB 
; Gg 
tie 
‘ “se 
red 
S oe 
mo OE 
( £ ? 
L4 a 
‘ ’ v 
fs 
LY 


ROT ane Saclay’ ae Pang Re RR the ELE . ‘ " > be 
> De. SY a a ET Se se, Bh ek ork a iste oS at 
a hn oe Se Ge EOP Cee, oh ML Gh oe o 3 - BT Be EVE os ee - 
So BR i AE RS St oe Spe ad Bek Me Sgn Me 
he Yet oe ~ . - Owns . a a - 


Me 


Huei BaNGAvasi, 
Nov, 14th, 1904. 


HiInvd1 BanGavas!, 
Nov. 14th, 1904, 


BaaRsT MiTRa, 
Nov. 12th, 1904. 


BHaRAT MITRa. 


HiTaVARTA, 
Nov, 13th, 1904, 


HITAVARTA. 


’ 4 e, i eg 
PE tole to in omg OP ip. pu tlt Be traaligtiy "> 
. 


( 1046 ) 


IIJ.—LEGISLATION, 


50. With reference to the Bengal Government's intention to enact a law 

for the preservation of wild birds as well as fishes, 

The proposed gaurelaw. = 4 draft of which has already been forwarded to the 

yarious Associations and Committees of this country for their opinion, the Hindi 

Bangavasit [Calcutta] of the 14th November remarks that such an enactment 

would causes panic among the Bengalis, and that there are reasons to fear 
that in many instances the law would result more in loss than in gain. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


51. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th November says that 
report are being received of the unsatisfac- 
tory condition of the crops in Bengal as well as 
in other Provinces. The cry for food-grains from 
the cottages of the poor cultivators in Bengal is as‘ piteous as those heard 
from the Central Provinces, the Punjab and Baroda. 


Scarcity in Bengal and other 
Provinces. 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


52. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th November notices the 
Birashiami festival which has been celebrated for 
the last three years under the supervision of Miss 
Miss Sarela Devi Sorala Devi Ghosal, B.4. The festival was held 

this year also on Aswint Shukla Ashiumt with eclat 
under her patronage. The number of visitors this year was very large and 
included Hindus, Musalmans and Christians, both male and female, Wrestling 
and other feats of arms were displayed by wrestlers and others. 

58. Referring to the Zimes’ eulogium on the Mikado on the occasion of 
his birthday celebration, the same paper says that 
this is only due to the success which Japan has 
achieved in her present struggle against Russia. 
If any nation has a desire to be praised by the civilized world, it ought to be 
strong enough to inflict a crushing defeat upon a civilized nation. 

54, With reference to the re-election of Mr. Roosevelt as President of 

| the United States, the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 
Cue resident Roosevelt and lord 13th November says that he is really a blessed 

man and fit to be an example to the world who is 
elected by a free people for a second time to be their President. Lord Curzon 
is also a ruler who is thrust upon a people against their wishes! 

55. ‘The same paper has the following :— 

aso Reatied tu Ta The popular belief is that the admission of 

siete csstint some man into a household proves lucky and of 
another unlucky, and that the law is true in the case of human beings as well 


Uelebration of the Birashtam 
festival by 
Ghosal. 


Tho Time's eulogium upon the 
Mikado. 


as of animals. The purchaser of an animal sometimes finds himself completely 


ruined immediately after the purchase. It sometimes happens that when a 
new person comes into the family of a man he finds his fortune gone. On the 
other hand the new man flourishes. Experience shows that some such thing 
may be said of the Englishman. It is not unknown to the readers of history 
that in fvhatever country they have set their foot the old inhabitants have dis- 
eee whereas they themselves have flourished and occupied the country. 

by the — y America and Australia, Where are now the old inhabitants 
of those places 7 


India is fortunate in this respect, for she still exists, although it is about 
200 to 250 ygars since the English first set their foot here. It has not yet 
become a colony of theirs, although the effect of their advent has not remained 
unfelt here and there, and it will not be long before the Indians disappear 
like the natives of Australia and America. Some colonies have already been 
established in Bombay and Madras, The Maharaja of Kashmir is now and 
then pressed for parting with the valley of Kashmir. There is already a pro- 
posal to deprive Patiala of one of its parganas, and planters are already 


tuling in Assam. What to say of Calcutta? A notice to the inhabitants to 
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the effect that they should go and live on boats is enough to clear the town 
of them for the benefit of Englishmen. fo : 
Only the other day Government suddenly issued a notice to almost 
500 poor inhabitants of the place lying west of the Russa Road and eagt of 
the General Hospital to leave it for the use of Englishmen who live under 
trees in England, although no buildings have yet been commenced. The poor 
people living from hand to mouth were turned out in the rainy season. 
56. Referring to the remarkable increase in the import of European Hur Banaavasr, 
goods into India during the last six months, *%#» 1%. 
Import and export trade of the Hinds Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th November 
sees comments that this marked increase could easily 
be accounted for, as the only articles of export from India into Europe 
which showed an increase were gum and indigo. Alas! What sort of com- 
modities are we importing in return for our export? Do people trouble their heads 
about this matter? If they did, we should not see the present state of things. 


Urrva Papers. 


57. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 2nd November expresses Unira axD 
The death of Mrs. Savage. Goceien. at the demise of Mrs. Savage at Nov. 2nd, 1904, 
58. Thesame paper states that what contributed to the success of the  Usivaanp 
last Durga Puja festival in Balasore was a belief N4v#s4™var. 
ee De Tan ed oa in the public mind that the agriculturists would 
reap a bumper harvest in the near future. 
59. The same paper states that there was a riot at Amra Urangi,  vnivaaxp 
A situated at a distance of about eight miles from  Navasauvan. 
“a riot at Amra Urangiin Bala- ¢he Balasore town, on the 30th of October last, 
There was a fight between the tenants of the place 
that ended in some being killed and others severely wounded. 
60. The same paper states that rain is urgently wanted in some parts of  _Univa anp 
The weather in Balasore. | the Balasore district. ——— 
61. The same paper says that the health of the Balasore town isnot = Usa am 
The public health of Balasore good—fever, measles and cough prevailing in many wesc 
town. houses, 
62, The Uétkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 5th November is of — that Utea.pirina, 
The jute crop in Cuttack ang ‘be Outturn of the jute crop in the Cuttack and ——— 
te Balasore districts in the present year is very poor. 
Very late and excessive rains were not favourable 
to the growth and development of this crop. 
63, The same paper = ge oo aan uttered by the Super- =: Urwarprema. 
.  intendent of the Art School, Calcutta, in connec- 
Indig, “ne loom industry iD tion with the hand-loom industry in India. The 
_ Superintendent is of opinion that hand-looms 
in India can be worked with profit, notwithstanding the influx of cotton piece- 
goods from foreign countries. In support of his observation he quotes the 
example of a Muhammadan in Lahore and of a villager in Mysore, who are 
working hand-looms of a superior make with advantage a profit. The 
people of Bengal are of a different turn of mind. They talk too much but do 
very little. 
64. Referring to the aioe og His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor Ut©«tp1rica. 
eee of Bengal takes in the imposition and administra- 
™ eitiae - tion of the a ks Poses g in Bengal, the same 
paper points out that the chaukidari-tax is a very unpopular tax, and nothing 
short of its abolition will either please the people or remove their grievances. 
65. The same paper states that cholera prevails in the Cuttack town and =_- Urxatpirma. 
that six patients died in a single week. The first 
cholera case was imported into that town from the 
interior of the district. 7 
66. The same paper a : suggestion > some 7 yd pepe of 
the Talcher State that the post that passes 
me eee fone ek from Bamra to Talcher pall Sarpal and Chandi. 
pada should be made to pass through Sipur so as to catch the Pallahara mail 


Cholera in Cuttack town. 


UTKaLDIPIRA, 


SILCHAR, 
Nov. 15th, 1904, 


( 1048 ) 


in time. This diversion, if adopted, will enable the inhabitants of Talclrer to 


receive their letters from Bamra within two days’ time, whereas under the 
existing arrangements they receive them in four days’ time, Considering that 
the number of letters in transit from Bamra to Talcher is very large, the 
suggestion deserves favourable consideration, especially as the additional cost 
under the proposed arrangements will be confined to the entertainment of only 
two additional runners, who will be required to convey the Talcher bag from 
the Naikul to the Sipur post office. 


Assam PAPERS. 


67. The Silchar [Cachar] of the 15th November publishes the following 


_ Roles regarding resident tenants rules regarding tenants who may be willing to 
in the Assam reserve forests. reside in the Assam reserve forests :— 


(1) A tenant residing in a forest reserve shall serve on the begar system 
in that forest for ten days in the year during the winter months 
and for five days more on receipt of proper wages. 

(2) The lands shall be rent-free for the first three years, after which the 
Chief Commissioner will fix the rate of rent and grant pottas. 

(3) The tenants shall be permitted to graze cattle and make use of other 
products of the forest free of charge. 


The holders of miras lands in Cachar seriously object to the degar system 
and are unwilling to take lands on that condition, The degar tenants are 
looked upon with contempt. Wages should be allowed for the days the tenants 
are required to work in the forests. 

The tenants object to annual leases for their lands. Such tenants are not 
classed as holders of miras lands. As a reward for their labours the tenants 
expect that they should have permanent title to their lands. 

The rate to be fixed after the first three years should be definitely settled 
beforehand. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 19th November 1904. 
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